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Matebele to-morrow." His shareholders re-elected him, and while
he remained in South Africa, his agents stood on guard in London,
keeping the Colonial Office reminded of the compromising documents
and giving cautious hints to the Press of what they might reveal. At
times Chamberlain launched out against them in private, speaking
of " blackguards " and " blackmail," but in public he spoke civilly
and smoothly of Rhodes, praised his great services to the Empire and
looked forward to the great services he would still render.
In the course of the year 1896 the Cape Parliament held an inquiry
of its own and presented a report. This found that Rhodes had
been in a position to know all about the Johannesburg conspiracy ;
that he and Mr. Beit were with Dr. Jameson and Dr. Kutherfoord
Harris active promoters and moving spirits in it: that the Chartered
Company found the funds for it, and that though there was no
evidence that Rhodes contemplated that Jameson's force should invade
the Transvaal uninvited, he directed and controlled the organization
which made that invasion possible. The Committee also found that
the "letter of invitation " alleging the urgent need of help for the
" thousands of unarmed men, women and children," said to be at
the mercy of" well-armed Boers," had been obtained a month before
the ostensible date of signature.
In effect this confirmed Rhodes's version of the affair. Jameson,
in his homely phrase, had " upset the apple-cart" by starting un-
invited, and to that extent the responsibility was his and his alone.
But Rhodes and the Chartered Company were up to their necks in
the conspiracy ; and the Raid at an appointed time, though not at
the moment chosen by Jameson, was part of their plan. The Cape
Committee confined itself to the South African part of the story, and
expressed no opinion about the part that concerned the Imperial
Government.
There followed the promised inquiry by the House of Commons
Committee which met in February, 1897, and sat for the greater part
of the session. It was the sensation of the hour and overshadowed all
else for the time being. The public watched with bewilderment what
seemed to be an obscure duel between Rhodes and Chamberlain
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